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WHAT WE DO.

Wendy Gilmartin Architectural Corporation (S-Corp) is a business entity that provides architectural services in 
California. (CA license # 35047)

We are bound to AIA (The American Institute of Architects') code of ethics and to the Architect’s Practice Act 
(California Code of Regulations, Business and Professions Code).

As such, we are bound to the Architect's standard of care.

We do not outsource our drafting services. 

We are not a drafting service provider. 

We are not a rendering service provider. 

We are not a permitting/city approvals provider.

We are a full service Architectural Design Corporation and we provide Architecture Services (see below).

Our fees are based on the hourly time it takes to complete the tasks associated with Architecture Services, this is 
based on data we are provided each year by the AIA, and from 12 years of experience and working knowledge 
providing such services as permitting, designing, executing building projects and making clients happy. 

Architectural Services include, but are not limited to:

CODE RESEARCH: All projects will require code research. Even the smallest home renovation will require a minimum 
amount of this kind of research, one or more visits to various city departments, and drafting of diagrams and exhibits 
to refer to and discuss at such city department visits. Code research tasks include, but are not limited to: Research 
of the California Building Code, the Los Angeles Municipal Code, the International Building Code, the Los Angeles 
Residential Code, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) as well and many others. Permit approvals with city and 
county agencies departments, requires multiple visits to department meetings, and drafting of plans and diagrams to 
acquire such approvals.

SITE ANALYSIS and EXISTING CONDITIONS: All projects will require site analysis. Even the smallest home renovation 
project will require a minimum amount of this kind of research. Site and existing conditions research consists of 
visiting the site, analyzing parking and vehicle circulation, documenting orientation and views, documenting plant 
massing and other obstructions to building projects including utilities. Recommendations for arborists or other 
coordination with landscape specialists. Visiting the city or county agency’s records office. Asking clients for records 
(such as property title report). 

DESIGN AND DRAFTING: All projects will require design and drafting services. Architects use various techniques and 
drafting/modeling methods to design the best project to fit client needs, promote public safety and to meet budget 
constraints. All licensed architects have gone through a rigorous set of tests (administered by NCARB) and an 
apprenticeship in which 5600 working hours are accrued. The value of a licensed architectural professional is their 
knowledge of analytical approaches and tried-and-true methods of working through problems that are the norm 
industry-wide — these skills are part of a knowledge set you won’t see exhibited on Home and Garden Network TV. 
Nor are these methods of which a layperson would have any of level of expertise. Executing design solutions at the 
level set forth in the Architect’s Practice Act is learned over time in professional degree programs and through years 
of working for other architects.

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS: Construction Documents are the detailed working drawings that define the work to 
be constructed. Structural design, finishes, framing, dimensions of all areas of the project and all other elements of 
the building are described in drawing form in these documents. These drawings will become the legal document that 
you and your contractor agree is to be built, in the contract agreement between owner and client. Therefore, they 
must be assembled and drafted with care, quality control, industry knowledge and professional expertise — these 
skills are part of a knowledge set you won’t see exhibited on Home and Garden Network TV. Nor are these methods 
of which a layperson would have any of level of expertise.

(CONTINUED NEXT PAGE)

https://www.cab.ca.gov/act/
http://aiad8.prod.acquia-sites.com/sites/default/files/2018-09/2018_Code_of_Ethics_0.pdf
https://www.ncarb.org/about
https://www.cab.ca.gov/docs/publications/consumers_guide.pdf
https://www.hg.org/legal-articles/experts-view-of-the-architect-standard-of-care-31957
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ON-SITE CONSTRUCTION OBSERVATION AND PRE-CONSTRUCTION COORDINATION: A licensed architect can act as 
an agent to the client in all matters related to the contractor. Construction is expensive, and risky, and a third-party 
agent can mitigate problems that might arise. Contractors are held to legal standards of care as well. We know these 
standards, and we know well the documents used by clients and contractors when entering into a legal agreement to 
build a project. We have knowledge of construction costs, means of site access, labor costs, quality control, processes 
in regards to building inspectors, and the processes of construction. If, in any event, the contractor acts outside of 
his/her contractual agreement with the client, the licensed architect can provide valuable advice on how to resolve 
these matters. (Sorry to say it again) These skills are part of a knowledge set you won’t see exhibited on Home and 
Garden Network TV. Nor are these methods of which a layperson would have any of level of expertise.

CONSULTANTS: Most projects will require at least (3) separate engineering consultants. These consultants are 
contracted though the client, not the architect. Why? Find out more here. 

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER. We work very closely with a select number of reputable engineering consultants, as we 
understand from past experience what their needs will be, as well as their process of analysis. You may know of other, 
less-expensive, or reccomended alternates to our preferred engineers, and we are happy to meet new consultants to 
add to our professional network. However, we expect to fully vet their contract agreements along with you, the client, 
before agreeing to work with others other than our preferred consultants. The structural engineer’s services are 
required for most all renovation work, site work, additions and new construction, both residential and commercial. 
The structural engineer provides designs and calculations for the structural integrity and performance of the project. 
These designs and calculations are required for city permits.

GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER: The geotechnical engineer analyses soil mechanics and rock mechanics to investigate 
subsurface conditions and materials. They draft a report and provide calculations that are used by the structural 
engineer to complete their designs. 

SURVEYING ENGINEER: Surveyors provide drawings that mark boundary lines and they prepare sites for construction 
so that legal disputes are prevented. Surveyors make precise measurements to determine property boundaries. They 
provide data relevant to the shape and contour of the Earth's surface for engineering, mapmaking, and construction 
projects. The site survey is required for city permits.

Staff in our office:

We are a small office with an ever-growing circle of collaborators, contractors and part-time staff. This is how we keep 
our fees competitive. As stated above: Our fees are based on the hourly time it takes to complete the tasks associated 
with Architecture Services. We are happy to provide this hourly fee information upon request. Oftentimes, once we  
visit your project and can better assess your needs, we are able to provide a more competitive proposal for a partial- 
or full-service package.

https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/directories/construction_industry_knowledge_base/houston_workshop_d.pdf
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